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April 12, 2020 
 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Caregivers: 
 
As our spring break comes to an end, I wanted to write to you to update you on a number of 
topics that are important for our school community.  Before I get to that, I wish all members of our 
school community well as we continue to push through a public health crisis.   While better days 
are on the horizon, we have to continue to work together to make the most of this virtual school 
experience.  We are listening and making adjustments and will continue to do so as we enter the 
second phase of our COVID-19 school shutdown, which will extend through May 1st.  At that 
point, we will be making additional adjustments. 
 
Below, you will find a list that covers a variety of topics pertaining to the shutdown.  The list is 
organized around important questions from the community. 
 
How will instruction change during the next phase of the shutdown? 
Our teachers and administrators are innovative and hardworking and their goal is to provide the 
best possible instructional program.  Now that we have moved to an online environment, we will 
continue to build and enhance our virtual classrooms.  As with any classroom in the district, 
traditional or virtual, teachers are free to choose resources and instructional tools in 
consideration of learning needs.  The teachers and school administrators will provide you with 
updates about any changes that may take place.   
 
What will happen with special events like moving up ceremonies, prom and graduation? 
In many states, schools have been shutdown for the remainder of the year.  Keep in mind, that in 
most other states, school starts in August and ends in late May or early June.  In New Jersey, 
our school year starts and ends later and at this point, Governor Murphy has NOT determined 
schools will be closed for the remainder of the year.  If we are able to return, we will have a very 
busy June where we will go ahead with everything we can without placing anyone at risk.  If 
schools are closed for the remainder of the year, then we will look to organize some events 
during the summer if possible.  We will also hold virtual events if at all possible.  EVERY 
EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO HOLD OUR SPECIAL EVENTS. 
 
What will happen with the high school athletic season? 
At this point, the NJSIAA decided to NOT cancel the spring season and they are hoping we 
might be able to hold a partial spring season although they also determined the spring season 
will not include state championships and it will not include events beyond June 30th. 
 
What resources are available to help me help my children with their learning? 
Although the doors of the Wayne YMCA are physically closed, the Y employees are working to 
find new ways to support the community, including the Wayne Public Schools.   Launched last 
week, a new Virtual Distance Learning Support program was designed to alleviate the stress 
on families who are now working from home and providing educational instruction to their 



 

 
 

children during the day.  The YMCA’s program offers virtual one-on-one support with school 
assignments for youth in grades K-8. Qualified childcare professionals and staff who have 
experience working with school-age youth will help your child complete school assignments 
through one-hour live virtual sessions. 
  
Families can choose the days and times that are convenient for them. Parents will provide 
information about their expectations, child’s personality, and learning style in advance, and be 
matched with an instructor.  Families can use LearnWithUs2020 coupon code for $10 off their 
first session.  More information can be located at https://www.metroymcas.org/distancelearning/   
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please write back to me at mtoback@wayneschools.com. 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark Toback, Ed.D.   
Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

 

 

 

 


